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43 MIN AGO

Evacuation warning issued along Highway 1 after landslide
BREAKING

L I V I N G | S T Y L E | O N  T H E  T O W N

ON THE TOWN Renowned French artist and former rugby superstar takes his passion
and energy to the Bay Area

By Carolyne Zinko
Updated Sep 24, 2012 3:04 a.m.

Jean-Pierre Rives' favorite Bay Area places
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When strolling the streets of Tiburon or the shores of Stinson Beach with his partner,

Sonia Rives-Deleval, and their two young sons, tousle-haired Jean-Pierre Rives looks

like any dad hanging out with his family.

But French tourists know different, doing double-takes and asking for autographs.

Rives, 59, was once a superstar flanker in the rugby world - as famous as former San

Francisco 49er quarterback Joe Montana was in the heyday of his football career.

Photo of Jean-Pierre Rives when he played rugby from 1974 - 1984. Courtesy Jean-Pierre Rives
Courtesy Jean-Pierre Rives

https://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=style%2Fonthetown&inlineLink=1&searchindex=property&query=%22Jean-Pierre+Rives%22
https://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=style%2Fonthetown&inlineLink=1&searchindex=property&query=%22Joe+Montana%22


4/3/24, 3:28 PM Jean-Pierre Rives' favorite Bay Area places

https://www.sfgate.com/style/onthetown/article/Jean-Pierre-Rives-favorite-Bay-Area-places-3882084.php 3/9

ADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this ad

Imagine if Montana had spent his hours away from the field dabbling in art. Rives did

just that. The International Rugby Hall of Famer is today a renowned sculptor and

painter who spends part of the year in France and part of the year in Tiburon,

making art and enjoying Bay Area life.

Some might view his two careers as disparate, but he thinks the driving forces

behind them are similar.

"Life is passion and energy," he said. "When you have that, you can do anything - art,

sports, whatever you like."
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Rives' parents were tennis players who wanted him to take up the racquet, but he

fell into rugby instead, drawn by the camaraderie and energy of team sport. He

played at the amateur level from age 19 to 31 (professional rugby was not created

until 1995) and earned a law degree in college. But he also enjoyed art. Living in the

suburbs of Paris, he spent his free time in the homes of sculptor Albert Féraud and

painter Ladislas Kijno, who became his mentors.

Rives' works have been displayed at the Jardin du Luxembourg in Paris, the annual

"Sculpture by the Sea" exhibitions in Australia and the Gateway to the United Nations

in New York City. At the Serge Sorokko Gallery in San Francisco, Rives' abstract

rusted steel beam sculptures and his canvases painted with oil paint and tar are on

display through Oct. 10.
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"It's about the invention and the energy," Rives said of his work. "I use metal, which is

industrial. I use tar because it's industrial, too. The rust is a symbol of time passing, a

reminder that life and time changes you, and that in every moment, there is beauty."

Rives' favorite family hangouts

Piperade restaurant, 1015 Battery St. "I love the people. I enjoy the place. Favorite

dishes? I don't have one. I'm too fat, so I need to go on a diet. The food is very good,

though."
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Pixar Animation Studios, 1200 Park Ave. Emeryville. "Cody Harrington (a digital

effects artist and technical director) is a friend. The way of life at that company is

incredible. If you visit, you can see how the employees share energy, passion and

common sense."

Stinson Beach, Muir Woods and Bolinas: "I love the natural beauty of these places,

and we go there for the kids. Do I run around with them? I ran too much when I was

younger, playing rugby. Now I walk."

Town Center Corte Madera, 100 Corte Madera Town Center at Tamalpais Drive.

"Sonia does the shopping. I do the carrying. There are so many brands we don't get

in France, like Juicy Couture and J. Crew. Young people at home are crazy about

Abercrombie & Fitch."

Boardwalk Shopping Center, 1550 Tiburon Blvd., Tiburon. "We love to walk on the

boardwalk with all the nice people. Everyone is relaxed. And the good thing about

Tiburon is that it's not crowded."
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By Carolyne Zinko

Carolyne Zinko, a native of Wisconsin, joined The San Francisco Chronicle in 1993 as a
news reporter covering Peninsula crime, city government and political races. She
worked as the paper’s society columnist from 2000 to 2004, when she wrote about
the lifestyles of the rich but not necessarily famous. Since then, she has worked for
the Sunday Style and Datebook sections, covering gala night openings and writing
trend pieces. Her profiles of personalities have included fashion designer Diane von
Furstenberg, Twitter co-founder Biz Stone and Emanuel Ungaro fashion house owner
Asim Abdullah, to name a few. In a six-month project with The Chronicle’s
investigative team, she recently revealed the misleading practices of a San Francisco
fashion charity that took donations from wealthy philanthropists but donated little to
the stated cause of helping the developmentally disabled. On the lifestyle front, her
duties also including writing about cannabis culture for The Chronicle and its
cannabis website, www.GreenState.com website.

West America Tae Kwon Do, 70 Lomita Drive, No. 8, Mill Valley. "Roger Carlon, who

founded the school, was a world champion. His daughter is a national champion and

teaches there, too. Do I want my kids to play rugby? I want them to follow their

passion. They like to golf. My wife plays golf very well. I try. But we took our kids to

the tae kwon do, too. It's wonderful."

Carolyne Zinko is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. E-mail:

czinko@sfchronicle.com
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