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A NEW EXPRESSION

Classic fashion designer James (alanos finds salvation — for now — in creating art

paper collages

Evisa Hanes / Special to The Chronicie

By Carolyne Zinko

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

Los ANGELES

1 @ warm August after-

noon in Southern Cali-

fornia’s West Holly-

wood hills, the front

door of an unassuming

one-story stucco home

opens. It is the sort of sunny, lazy day

that begs for casual wear, but the person
at the threshold is no slouch.

James Galanos is dressed in an impec-
cably cut black suit, a blue-and-white
striped shirt and a black weave-pattern-
ed tie by Charvet. Of course; why would
a fashion legend like Galanos make con-
cessions to the weather, or the lowered
standards of our time?

He leads a guest into a living room
with black granite floors, beige boiserie

ining the walls, and a min-
imalist couch and club

James Galanos, in his chairs ina sleek gray satiny
elegant Los Angeles home,  finish. The pristinely chic
where he photographs his abode — a temple of mini-

malist elegance, really —

speaks volumes about the

man who reigned for de-
cades as one of America’s foremost fash-
ion designers. Galanocs — not to be con-
fused with the flashier designer John
Galliano, whom he is sometimes mistak-
en for by the non-cognoscenti — is world
famous for his expert construction, orig-
inal designs and a quiet manner that
speaks of discretion and restraint,

But he is outspoken about some
things. Since his retirement in 1998, the
fashion scene has changed, and not, Ga-
lanos believes, for the better.

“We're living in a blue-jean world
with itty-bitty tops” he says. “What a
bore. These women look dirty. They
look unkempt. The masses are a mess.
‘Whoever perpetuated the bare-belly
look ought to be hanged.”

He prefers to avoid talking about his
storied career and his famous clients,
who included jet-setters and Hollywood
starlets such as Nancy Reagan Mulene
Dietrich, Rosalind Russell, Dorothy La.
mour, Judy Garland, Diana Rus Betsy

Bloomingdale, Denise Hale and others

“I¥’s past history!” he says, impatiently.

What he will talk about is what's next.

At the youthful age of 81 — he turns
82 on Wednesday — Galanos has started
u new career — art photography. Instead
of dreaming up new silhouettes and jux-
tapasitions of fabrics, he’s making paper
collages that play with color, shape, light
and shadow, which he photographs in a
makeshift studio, the kitchen of his jew-
el-box home,

On Thursday, Galanos will be on
"hand for the premiere of his first-ever
show of constructivist collages at the
Serge Sorokko Gallery on Grant Avenue.
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Galanos fascinated by photography since childhood

> GALANOS
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The Sonkios e enlotic i
the

porter to discuss his new vocation,
which has given him new purpose

in life.

16 oy e m the mo-
ment,” said Galanos, who was
something of a workaholic when
still in the fashion business and
o bared o tavling the warld
anly e o retremen.

wm.«. e
Above: A brocade evening dress,left, by James Galanos at
fashion show in New York. Nancy Reagan, ngm in 1981, oakdnt
have anyone but Galanos design her inaugural dresses.

Durmg retirement, a_ child-
hood fascination with’ photogra-

phy resurfaced. At his second
Home, in Paim Springs he began
to take photos of the garden and

Left: Fashion designer James Galanos’ new passion involves
the Indian canyons, to hone his

photographing his paper constructions, as seen in “Green & Pink,”
“Black & White 2,” bottom.

skills.

He sleeps only four hours a
night. But one night, during a
bout of insomnia, he began play-

might wk vheter Gamos s was S1Z57 dhe sid. 1 wes s0
thrill

‘who's good in one are jut be ot et
tisiedwith that? And, why should o for inaugaral ball gowns be-
printed the photographs on water- afashion designer gointo art? cause his designs made her com-
color paper. Jamorous

He leads a visitor through the
living room t0 the kitchen, which

not important to listen to,” he said. ~_“I wouldn't ask anybody else
“People should be in awe of Gala- ~ but Jimmy,” Reagan said. “It was
nos. They should isten, and leam.” just a natural. 1 don’t know of any
‘There aren't many opportuni-  clothes that were made as well as
ties anymore to hear from Gala-  Jimmy’s — you could almost wear
nos, who has retrated into his - them inside out. The fabric was
h leads aquiet ul bi them was
life. Having worked in his father's ecial”
Tt rn il by ol B gpwnsha\t all been sent to
like to cook. He eats out for break-  the Ronald Reagan Presidential Li-
{as, Teh and die, of negh. _bray n S Velly, wher,some
borhood spots such as the Coffee  day,she said, there w|.|I beshomet
Bean, Cafe Med and Le Petit Four,  her clothes, Galan
Whers on ocesion, he haslearned. Bt o Thursday iFs al about
to dress down by skipping a tie in  Galanos and his photo exhibition,

of the counter, also in black gran-
ite, which i otherwise bare.

He pullsa stackof small photos,
about 5-by-7-inches in size.
are something he completed only
a few days before, photos with
swirling colors that look like lig-
uid suspensions or mists rom out-
er space. He won'tdiscuss how he

'm not going to give away my favor of an ascot. and Reagan sends congraty ns.

rets,” he intones, staring over 9 I “1 i
the rims of his eyeglasses. “ ma- e was in fashion over the years,” design sketches for $2a plwc, to talent g not have
nipulate color. I invent things. It :hc said. “In my view, there were. mcnlivcx in the elevators of $4 million of fabric in his :vam- ‘bition, but will be without one im- been good,” Rl:-g;n sald “'m. no‘
gives me pleasure. It excites me” | only Yves Saint Laurent, vael\chy clothin offices e d He  portant guest, Nancy Reag g;n‘ Ta s\lrpnsed atall

The Spening night gala is ex-  and a few others in the old guard ~ on Niaoon Avemic said he: ummnmk ucmlmly rich lohone. interview earier this  He had to do W,m,“,‘! i
pecte olor. Jimmy because he refused to license his - yeck, she fondly recalled the first  those feelings inside of him, and
)ml)lj:l\yv with attendees includ- | was more refined but with a really couple who wanted to start their nu:'rclnn danos dress she ever bought. I'm delighted he is”
ing the likes of Rucci; Galanos  elegant sense of color — pristine o clothing line in California,  But, as Galanos would say, all e Wmm" lack am_ it
cuxlamer and actress Dixie Cart- | and elegant, with a strong sense uf d moved there, but the couple  that’s 7 I_he past. scuids 36 stmple = Witk il Carolyne Zinko at
e ry Stack, widow of the  restraint. 1 divord beloe Ruce is dmisive of those who (el nd white cuts T think it cainko@sichoniciecon.
late Robcr\ Slark. Wcllﬂl\z Puck o[peopkclnbt‘dcnwnvc. )-k"ld/.~ 1'hc ‘husband bcume a father
and his other half, d sent him to

P Py il genius, genius,” Ruc- e e dape
e David Phoen who i said of Galnos, whio eamed the | gt 11 Ifer mship with Robert Pi-

w"h Maria SI igious Coty and Neiman guet by offering to work for free.
and OpnhW ME; fashion awards in 1954,  Galanos moved back to New
Some xkcwlﬂ may say thatthe oply three years after going into York and then to Los Angeles,

wherehemet lmnhouixzndima
jobas a ske jumbia
Tl e the costume de-

colages, runs Sept. 22-Oct. 2
sk Francisco. Cal _Iworx 102m.to6: wmw Marguerit,a seamstzess, Galanos
ST o 77170, put together a handful of designs

. that were shown to buyers n 1951.
Tt was the sart of Galanos Origi-

works are not real art, that fashion  pysiness. Galanos mixed chiffon s.

designers — whether their names th flannel, leather with lace, Hisclothes wereinitiallysoldat

are Karl Lagereld or Thierry Mu- and mohalr with pearls long be.  the Amela Gray boutigue on Wil-

gler, who have also tried their  fore anyﬂn: else thought to. shire Boulevard, and before long,

hxn at art — cannot be consi “He is not my mentor,” Rucci  coveted by starlets and socialites.
‘true artists, or that fashion it-  zig. “He is my ‘Brahman.” ‘Soon he was doing trunk shows at

sc\hsw an art form. ‘Galanos, born in Philadelphia luxury department stores. His

skirt suits trimmed in fur sold for
‘museu retrospective shows —at b career aspirations vere. more than $10,000 piece. It was
the Los Angeles County Museum T don't know where it came Nancy Reagan who gamered
of Artin 1997 and the Western Re- — from,” s 1 Just knew i 7 widespread acclaim for Galanos”
serve Historical Society's Chis- arsold Twanted to be a fashion  gowns. She wore them to her hus-
holm Halle Costume Wing in  designer.” Band’s 1967 gubernatoril and the
Cleveland in 1996, among others Hg ttended design school in 1981 and 1985 presidential inau-
—toprove that at least some cura- Ny York A but dropped out tosell ~ gurals.
R st it e ks

wckllyvcl'lﬂmmm"i"s‘“" as the son of a Greek immigrant  clothes were extremely expensive:
early

of the medium..

“Whether the creator is a fash-
ion designer or a vlumber, it

kes no difference;” Serge So-
rokko says. “Is the work good? Can
it stand on ts own? Can we judge
on its merits? These are the ques-
‘tions we want to:

‘The Sorokkos became friendly

atnml(showai"{ i Marcus
in Los Angeles and have formed a
st iriendship n recent years.
When the Sorokkos heard
bout Galanas phologaphy, hey
went to his home in Los Angeles
fo ake 3 oo, | b\n 1 didat expec
‘much. They were surpriscd.
A medaily had te eeling
1 was looking at something very
serious” Serge Sorokko  said.
“With Galanos’ work, I felt it was
absolutely, uniquely’ original. If
veare obeise hat what Jimmy
in fashion is in its
maniesation, an, then vl
he's doing now enre is a
continuation of S et
milieu”
‘Tatiana Sorokko noted that the

m ingdesigns.

< a big palete of color — that’s how
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