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Donald Sultan

Serge Sorokko Gallery is pleased to present Donald Sultan: Four Decades of Painting, a retrospective exhibition of
paintings and works on paper by internationally renowned artist, Donald Sultan. This remarkable collection consists
of recent as well as extraordinary earlier works and features an important, never-before-exhibited painting from the
artist's celebrated 1980s Disaster Paintings series.

According to Sultan, who spoke about the Disaster Paintings during their 2016 — 2018 five-museum national tour,
“The thing that drives great painting is paradox...The structure of the painting is made out of materials that a build-
ing is made out of, and the surface is fragile and melted. So there’s a paradox inherently built into the painting. Same
with the flowers. You have the paradox of a vase and flowers because a vase you can use over and over again but
flowers you cannot.”

Donald Sultan rose to prominence in the late 1970s as part of the “New Image” movement. He is known for elevating
the still-life tradition through the deconstruction of his subjects into basic forms and the use of industrial materials.
His paintings characteristically employ enamel, roofing tar, aluminum, linoleum, and spackle, pushing the boundar-
ies of the medium through techniques of gouging, sanding, and buffing to create flatness, depth, and texture. The
works are made of the same materials as the building in which the viewer stands; the architecture participates in the
paintings. Weighty and structured, Sultan’s paintings are simultaneously abstract and representational: while his im-
agery is immediately recognizable - flowers, daily objects, insignia, idle factories - the dominating, abstract forms
contradict its common association with fragility.

Sultan has exhibited extensively, both nationally and internationally. He has had solo exhibitions at the Brooklyn
Museum; Contemporary Arts Museum Houston; Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth; Museum of Contemporary Art
Chicago; Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; and the Museum of Modern Art, New York, to name only a few.

Sultan's works are now held in the permanent collections of over 50 major international museums, including the
Museum of Modern Art, New York; Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York; the Metropolitan Museum, New
York; the Los Angeles County Museum of Art; the National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo; the Reina Sofia in Madrid;
the Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris; and Tate Modern, London.

The Disaster Paintings are in many prominent public collections, including the Broad Museum, Los Angeles; Museum
of Contemporary Art Chicago; Cincinnati Art Museum; Cleveland Museum of Art; Minnesota Museum of American
Art, St. Paul; Dallas Museum of Art; Walker Art Center, Minneapolis; Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Wash-
ington, DC; The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth; Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston; North Carolina Museum of Art, Raleigh; De Moines Art Center; and Parrish Art Museum, Water Mill, New York.

Donald Sultan was born in 1951 in Asheville, North Carolina, and lives and works in New York. He received a BFA from
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1973 and an MFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago in
1975.
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Fairview July 25 1986; Latex and tar on tile over Masonite; 96" x 96", \
Illustrated in Donald Sultan: The Disaster Paintings; Published by Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth and Del-
MonicoBooks/Prestel Munich, London, New York; 2016; page 28. ¢
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"Between 1984 and 1990, Sultan started painting catastrophic events that he saw.” READ MORE


http://www.sorokko.com/donald-sultan-fairview

Pepp,ers March 3 1989
Tar, spackle, latex and tile over Masonite
| 96"x96"
VIEWTOSCALE |


https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_2de44c42de9240c9adfce8c22104f795~mv2.jpg



https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_9fb8ec0cc5ee4a88878b7fa25e71aca5~mv2.jpg

Orange Button December 17 2015 \
Enamel, flock, and oil over Masonite
72"x72"
/ VIEWTO SCALE



https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_d3123de99cee476c8f8efa2f8531fcc0~mv2.jpg

Button Down Boogie Woogie August 3 2016
Enamel and flock over Masonite
72"x72"

VIEWTO SCALE
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https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_3c7345285a784def8f7a7d768ff34f7b~mv2.jpg

Button Down Modernism Feb 12017 \ \
Enamel and flock over Masonite

| 48"x48" \ :
VIEWTO SCALE \


https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_2ec685ec41214a76bea2d3844773ea0f~mv2.jpg

Button Down Mé)dernism Black Jllme 122016
Qil, enamel and flock over Masonite
| 48"x48"
‘,"VIEW TO SCALE \


https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_50bfd2a82e17415681b1bf8dda5e4734~mv2.jpg

Black Button on Tar Aug 28 2017
Enamel and tar over Masonite
48" x 48"

VIEWTO SCALE


https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_5dc87f9a51244e3cb39020eb9626dba8~mv2.jpg

Egg and Cup May 12 2012
Oil, spackle, and tar on tile over Masonite
121/2"x121/2"
VIEW TO SCALE


https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_f10ba7c0b5e5496c8c39afab40ad3101~mv2.jpg

Mimosa With Green and Orange April 242018
Charcoal, conté, stickers, and enamel on paper
| 48 1/2"x 60"
VIEWTO SCALE


https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_dab1f4e41bff4dff9fe1737fffb1b372~mv2.jpg

Holly March 19 2014
Conté on paper
71/2"x391/2"
VIEWTO SCALE
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https://2273fb35-d5b5-4a68-80b8-f5152c9c6282.usrfiles.com/ugd/2273fb_2d5275aa4d6e4165aa962f412517aa0b.pdf

Three Black Flowers Feb 162018
Charcoal on paper
22"x 30"
VIEW TO SCALE


https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_4b7a5c2e0b6c4c40a8283471b07f7729~mv2.jpg

Black Poppies Jan 16 2019
Charcoal on paper
22"x 30"

VIEW TO SCALE


https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_9861bdd0f8be4a45acf286332a05aac7~mv2.jpg

Three Reclf Poppies Oct 12 b018 \ AN

Conté on paper
22"x 30"
/w \



https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_374469559dba41b3be0b2d191a7f9c06~mv2.jpg

Three Reds Oct 24 20 1? \ N

§onté on paper

22"x 30" |
/\/IEW TO SCALE \



https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_118385ba95be4bf0ac8a88b189eb825e~mv2.jpg
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https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_05e3ae4d29ce48ce83f55183ecc94cf6~mv2.jpg
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Mimosa Aug 5 2015 Mimosa Sept 20 2015 \ \
Graphite, gouache, and flock on paper Graphite, gouache, and flock on paper VIEW TO SCALE
131/2"x191/2" 131/2"x1%1/2" \
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https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_59b4cb6d66f54e89b5116f356db838f6~mv2.jpg
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Mimosa Nov 32015 Mimosa July 23 2015 \
Graphite, gouache, and flock on paper Graphite, gouache, and flock on paper: VIEW.TO SCALE
131/2"x191/2" { ‘ 131/2"x\91/2" \


https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_e3b21c8f7e8c467ab7cf98a0ce749564~mv2.jpg
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Mimosa Sept 142015 Mimosa Aug 13 2015 \ \
Graphite, gouache, and flock on paper Graphite, gouache, and flock on paper. V|ES7&( TO SCALE
131/2"x19 1/2" 131/2"x\91/2" \
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https://static.wixstatic.com/media/2273fb_f4cea84ad2664834813a102a83e77e6d~mv2.jpg
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La Jolla Museum of Contemporary Art, California
Louise Wells Cameron Art Museum, Wilmington, North Carolina
Ludwig Museum, Budapest, Hungary

Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art and Design of the Kansas City Art Insti-
tute, Missouri

Kitakyushu Municipal Museum of Art, Tobataku Kitakyushu, Japan

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

The Mint Museums, Charlotte, North Carolina

Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, Texas

Modern Museum of Art, New York

Museum of Contemporary Art, San Diego, La Jolla, California

The Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo, Japan

The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Massachusetts

The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Texas

The Museum of Modern Art, New York

Nelson - Atkins Museum, Kansas City, Missouri

Neuberger Museum, State University of New York, Purchase

North Carolina Museum of Art, Raleigh, NC

Palm Springs Art Museum, California

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Philadelphia

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, California

Singapore Museum of Art, Singapore

Smith College, Museum of Art, Northampton, Massachusetts

The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York

The St. Louis Art Museum, Missouri

Tate Gallery, London

The Toledo Museum of Art, Ohio

The Virginia Museum of Fine Art, Richmond, Virginia

Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Whitney Museum of American Art, New York
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Serge Sorokko Gallery

www.sorokko.com

For further inquiries, please contact Larry Block, Director, at:
larryblock@sorokko.com
(415) 421-7770

ERRO———


http://www.sorokko.com

	1 Title Page 2_3
	2 Bio page test
	3 SSSULT0109P_Fairview_w READ MORE text
	4 SSSULT099P_Peppers_In Room w scale text
	5 SSSULT0118C_De Ville_w Scale text
	6 SSSULT0117C_Orange Button_w Scale Text
	7 SSSULT0115C_Boogie_w Scale text
	8 SSSULT0107C_Blue Button_w Scale Text
	9 SSSULT0116C_Black Button w Scale text
	10 SSSULT0142C_Black on Black_w Scale text
	11 SSSULT0056C_Egg and Cup_w Scale text
	12 SSSULT0125C_Mimosa Grn Orng_w Scale text
	13 SSSULT0061C_Holly w scale text
	14 SSSULT0119C_3 Black Flowers_w Scale Text
	15 SSSULT0148C_3 Black poppies_w Scale text
	16 SSSULT0149C_Three Red Poppies w Scale text
	17 SSSULT0150C_Three Reds w Scale text
	18 SSSULT0086C_Wallflowers w Scale text
	19 SSSULT0121P_Freesia_w Scale text
	20 SSSULT0122P_Freesia_w Scale
	21 SSSULT0123C_Freesia_w Scale text
	22 SSSULT0124C_Freesia_w Scale
	23 SSSULT0131P_130P Mimosa_w Scale Text
	24 SSSULT0134P_132P Mimosa w Scale Text
	25 SSSULT0129P_133P Mimosa w Scale text
	26 SSSULT0140P_137P_Cards
	27 SSSULT0144P_145P_Cards
	28 SSSULT0138P_141P_Cards
	29 SSSULT0147P_146P_Cards
	30 SSSULT0143P_Jack of Diamonds_w Scale text
	31 Public Collections_2
	32 End Page

