Photas by Claudine Gossett for Drew Altizer Photography

~ San fl’anascu Chronicle

SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2013

h-n

ISABELLE DE BORCHGRAVE SHOW

Belgian artist Isabetle de
Borchgrave, whose “Pulp
Fashion™ exhitition of histor-
fcal gowns made of paper
was the Eine Arts Museums
maost-attended show in 2011,
surpassing even the Balencia-
ga retrospective, is back in
San Francisco with a smaller
show of
dresses, textile-like paintings

*and new bronze clothing

sculptures at the Serge So-
roldo Gallery.

The show, which runs
through April 20, is open to
the public at na cost and
features something muse-
umgoers have nothad a
chance to do: Buy the dress-

es, which have never been
offered for sale (they are a
mere $45,000 per frock.)

In town for the opening. de
Borchgrave said she has
beeninfluenced since her
teen years by the creative
passion of Mariano Fortuny, a
textile and furniture maker
famous for his pleated fab-
rics. Her show features

brightly colered paintings of
Jjewelry, caftans and objects
that lock at first like quilts.
The "canvas” is four times.
as large to begin with, and
carefully dotted with vibrant
hues so that when the paper
is folded into tiny pleats,
patterns emerge in the right
places, creating the effect of
aquilt or a woven rug.
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Her work, which she said
has a feminine thread
thraughout, is meant to
Inspire creativity in the view-
er. “l have no pretension,”
she said. "I play.”

Rosalie Sennett attended
the “Pulp Fiction” show and
a "packed” demonstration by
de Borchgrave of her paper-
dress-making technigue in
201, and was among the
fans attending the premiers
on March 19, "It's so clever,”
she said. “She uses materials
ne others seem to use. Who
knew that she could sculpt
and paint, too?"

— Carolyne Zinko

Paper robe at Isabelle de Borchgrave's show, left, which drew fans on opening night Including Kevin Themas and Tatiana Sorokko: Farina Safai (left) and Irina Ahollinger.



