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Sculptor and painter lean-Piere Rives a1 the restawant Piperade in San Fancisco: one of his paintings |s on the wall behnd him, Inset below (et Rves in hit rugby-playing days

fean-Pierre ‘Rives

Renowned French artist and former rughy superstar |
takes bis passion and energy to the Bay Area .

By Carolyne Zinko RIVES' FAVORITE FAMILY HANGOUTS |
mgammmnt L

Favorite dishes? | don't
s very good. though.”

When strofling the streets of Tiburon or the shores of
Stinson Beach with his partner, Sonia Rives-Deleval,
and their two young sons, tousle-haired Jean-Pierre
Rives looks like any dad hanging out with his family.
But French tourists know different, doing double-
takes and asking for autographs.
Rives, 59, was once a superstar flanker in the rughy
world — as famous as former San Francisco 40er gquar
terback Joe Montana was in the heyday of his football
CEATEET
Imagine if Montana had spent his hours away from
the field dabhling in art. Rives did just that. The In
ternational Rughy Hall of Famer is
today a renowned sculptor and paint-
er who spends part of the year in
France and part of the vear in Tibu-
rom, making art 'mr!rnjm.m Bay
Area life,
Some might view his two careers as
disparate, but he thinks the driving
|'ur|._'|;'.~‘: |'n'h'|:l.||..1h.|'||| are similar i Plear Animation Studios. 1300 Fark A
“Life is passion and enengy,” e said, o Niscts mreiet arid tock
“When you have that, you can do any- rmpany i incredible, |
thing — art, sports, whatever you like,” ENisE energy. DESSon and com
Rives’ parents were tennis players who o . 5. . .
wanted him (o take up the raccpuet, but
e Fell indo rughy instead, dawn by the
camaraderie and enengy of team sport.
He played at the amateur level from age 19 1o 31 (profession-

. al rughy was not created until 1995) and earned o low de-
gree in college. But he also enjoved art. Living in the sub-
urhs of Paris, e spent his free time in the homes of sculp-
tor Albert Féraud and painter Ladislas Kijno, who becamee
his mentors.,

Rives' works have been displayed at the Jardin du
Luxembourg in Paris, the annual "Sculpture by the
Sea” exhibitions in Australia and the Gateway (o the
United Nations in New York City. Al the Serge Sorokko
Gallery in S8an Francisco, Rives' abstract rusted steel
beam sculpiures and his canvases painted with oil
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paint and tar are on display through Oct, 10,

“It'z about the invention and the energy,” Rives said of
his work. 1 use metal, which is industrial, | use tar he-
cpuse it's industrial, too, The rust is a symbol of time
passing, a reminder that life and time changes you, and
that in every moment, there is beauty.”

Carolyme Zirdk {5 0 San Fronciaes Clrumicle starf writer, E-mui!
rrimboghgfehramile.com
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